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 Avoid attracting bears! Prevent conflicts!
The importance of the bear.The importance of the bear!
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Why is the bear important?

The brown bear (Ursus arctos) is a symbol species 
or biodiversity conservation in Europe. In Romania 
it is considered a national value and a reason for pride, 
being part of our culture.

Its presence indicates a healthy environment and 
a rich forest;  
Helps regenerate forest vegetation by scattering 
seeds; supports its own habitat; 
It has a vast territory where many other species 
of wild animals are found; the bear contributes 
to maintaining the balance of their populations;
The bear is an "umbrella" species, if we 
protect the bear, we protect all the other 
species and the habitat!

•

•

•

•

Currently, the bear is a strictly protected priority
species, and for the protection of it and essential 
habitats for the long-term maintenance of the 
brown bear population, in Romania were designated 
until 2015, a number of 90 sites of Community 
Importance (SCI) Natura 2000, covering an area of 
approximately 19,144 km².
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The bear in the context of the Natura2000 network

Natura 2000 is the central element of EU policy on nature and biodiversity. It is the largest network of 
coordinated natural protected areas in the world, established based on the stipulations of the Habitats Directive in the 
28 Member States of the European Union (EU 28).

The goal of the network is to ensure the long-term survival of the most valuable and threatened species
and habitats.

The purpose of special areas of conservation is to ensure the favorable conservation status of the species 
or habitats for which they have been designated. 

an area of about 70,000 km2 from the 
territory of Romania. Some areas 
where the species are threatened 
or very well preserved are designated 
national protected areas of interest, 
international, national and 
community,which benefit from 
a differentiated protection regime 
depending on the category to 
which they belong. 

The brown bear populates Romania, through the  
high value of its biodiversity, makes 

an important contribution to the 
European Ecological Network 

Natura 2000.By aligning with EU 
nature protection rules,the ecological 

network of protected natural areas
   must ensure the protection of areas 
large enough to ensure perpetuation 

species, dispersal of individuals 
and protection of specific habitats.
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About the strictly protected species status of the bear ...
Reducing the number of bears, the role they play in nature and habitat reduction 
under the impact of various human activities led to this strict protection of the brown 
bear in Europe.
According to this statute, the following are prohibited:

• Injuring, capturing or killing bears;
• Intentional disturbance of bears;
• Damage and / or destruction of breeding or resting places;
• Owning, transporting, selling or exchanging bears for any purpose.

Certain actions are allowed only with derogations, if necessary, provided that there
is no acceptable alternative, and the derogating measures should not be to the detriment 
of maintaining the brown bear population in a favorable state of conservation in its 
natural.
Measures specifically addressed to bear specimens that have deviated behavior 
(which can become a danger):
• actions to remove them from the source of attraction (tourist areas, areas with 
household waste, localities, etc.) by different punctual methods (sound systems, 
chases with specialized hunting dogs, pepper spray, application of repellents in the area of attraction sources, use of rubber 
bullet weapons, etc.)
• relocation of problem specimens - This measure is addressed to specimens that stay for a long time near tourist attractions 
or roads and that cause damage and may endanger the safety of people. This measure is suitable for young bear specimens and 
less suitable for adult specimens.
• removal of aggressive specimens from the population, that do not respond to removal measures (gunfire, hitting with 
rubber projectiles, sound systems, etc.) and endanger the safety of people and / or cause significant material damage.
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Bear conservation measures in all Natura 2000 sites:

• limiting the fragmentation of habitats and the reduction of their surfaces;
• identifying and mapping bear corridors in and between mountain ranges and establishing specific conservation 
measures, approved by local authorities and communities;
• identifying dens and refuge areas and establishing quiet areas around them;
• limitation and / or regulation of traditional anthropogenic activities (logging, hunting, mushroom picking and 
berries, pastoralism of domestic animals, occasional tourism, etc.) in some areas and periods of interest for the bear 
species in the protected area;
• conditioning the issuance of approvals for new infrastructure investment works (transport, tourism, industrial, 
residential) or modernization of existing ones in areas adjacent to the bear habitat in the protected area;
• ecological education in local communities to ensure a positive attitude of the inhabitants towards the bear species;
• public awareness at the national level through mass media regarding the management of the bear and the rules of 
visiting a protected area;
• adequate management of household waste in local communities and tourism areas, based on the installation of 
special bear-proof containers and collecting as often as possible household waste from these special containers;
• supporting owners for making a plan for waste management and self-defense of the property in areas frequented 
by bears;
• proper signaling of areas with frequent conflicts caused by bears.
• promoting the use of modern means of protection (electric fences, lighting and acoustic systems, repellents), 
both in the case of isolated tourist objectives (cottages, camping), as well as in sheepfolds and orchards; 
• supporting the owners in order to obtain compensations in case of damages caused by bears; 
• compliance with the optimal load of domestic animals, established by the Management Plan; 
• equipping field personnel with non-lethal weapons with rubber projectiles and irritating sprays.
• Intervention in the bear population, based on local and regional scientific studies, taking into account the 
densities, damages and conflicts, as well as the national strategies agreed for the use of the territory;
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The biggest inconveniences created by bear:

• material damage
• direct attacks on humans
• causes fear: danger to human safety
• garbage spread

In our country, compensations are granted for damages caused to agricultural, forestry and domestic 
animals by the fauna species of hunting interest based on the provisions of art. 13 of Law 407/2006 
hunting and protection of game, with subsequent amendments and completions, and respectively of the 
Government Decision no. 1679/2008 regarding the manner of granting the compensations provided by 
the Hunting Law and the protection of the hunting fund no. 407/2006, as well as the obligations of the 
managers of the hunting funds and the owners of agricultural, forestry and domestic animal crops for the 
prevention of damages.

garbage disposal direct conflict human-bear
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Typology of conflicts at national level:

• damage to domestic animals (especially sheep, then cattle, hives, pigs, chickens);
• damage caused to agricultural crops (orchards, corn, vegetables);
• damage caused to households (fences, huts, etc.);
• injury to humans during activities in bear habitat areas (animal grazing, tourism, harvesting of berries and 
      mushrooms, logging, hunting, etc.);
• injuring people in areas outside the bear's habitat (households, agricultural crops, orchards, etc)
• damage caused to forest crops;
• traffic damage (train or road accidents);

The damage is the result of favorable factors (land use, distance from the forest, distance from localities, 
trophic resource, etc.) as well as human actions that lead to changes in the behavior of some bears.

conflict in the orchard conflict in road traffic
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The most important causes of conflicts:

● loss of natural habitats by expanding human settlements in bear habitat;
● improper management of household waste in bear habitat and in urban areas on the edge of bear habitat;
● carrying out anthropic activities inside the natural habitats of the bear;
● too high bear densities, correlated with the reduction of natural food sources in some specific areas 
(actual population is larger than the bear's habitat can naturally support); 
● the existence of rudimentary systems for the protection of farms, crops or rural households or even the 
absence of such systems (lack of adequate fencing of sheepfolds, farms, crops, etc.  and the lack of well-trained 
shepherd dogs);
● leaving animals at night on pasture or grazing in the forest, increases the chance of bears causing damage;
● people's attempt to defend their property by placing illegal traps to catch the bear (poaching with the noose); 
● non-compliance with the natural behavior of the bear in cases where the human being is near the bear or 
in its habitat;
● improper management of resources from human activities that can attract bears;

Natural habitat (of a wild animal) = the territory inhabited by an animal 
that offers all the conditions of existence, making up its living environment.



9ORICE SURSĂ DE HRANĂ UŞOR ACCESIBILĂ ATRAGE URŞII!

Resurse provenite din activități umane care pot atrage urşii:Ÿanimale domestice (stâne, gospodării)Ÿdeşeuri menajere gestionate necorespunzătorŸpomi fructiferi, tufe de fructeŸstupi de albineŸculturi agricoleŸgrădini

9       

Resources from human activities that can attract bears:

● domestic animals (sheepfolds, households)
● improperly managed household waste
● fruit trees, fruit bushes
● Bee hives
● agricultural crops
● gardens

ANY EASILY ACCESSIBLE FOOD SOURCE ATTRACTS BEARS! 
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Conflict reduction methods:
Implementation of systems for the protection of domestic 
animals, crops and goods:
• electric fences
• acoustic-visual removal systems (lighting systems, 
      sound systems, etc.)
• olfactory removal systems (repellents, pepper spray)
• shepherd dogs

Prevention of bear habituation (in risk areas):
• to install special bear-proof systems for household waste;
• to collect the household waste daily or as often as it is needed;
• to apply repellents on household waste collection systems;
• to use visual-acoustic removal systems on bears frequenting collection areas with household waste;
• to use rubber bullets for bears that frequent collection areas with household waste;
• to capture young bear cubs (under 1 year old) from bear cubs that frequent household waste and to take them 
      to rehabilitation in special centers;
• to capture and relocate bears that are in the process of habituation.

Habituated bears (“garbage collectors”) are those bears that live in 
the wild, but have become accustomed and settled near areas inhabited

and frequented by humans. They have an atypical feeding behavior 
and prefer to eat from easily accessible food sources (household waste),

 instead of procuring food only from the natural environment.
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AVOID DIRECT CONFLICT WITH THE BEAR

• DON'T FEED BEARS! 
• Use systems for the protection of domestic animals, 
     crops and property!
• Do not leave leftover food in the yard, garden, camping 
     zone, etc.!
• Use efficient, tightly closed rubbish bins!
• Ask for regular waste collection, preferably in the evening!
• Minimize odor-causing factors!
• Avoid installing sheepfolds, hives in areas frequented 
     by bears!
• Especially in the evening, keep animals in a closed, 
     protected area!
• Secure your property well!
• Pick the fruit as soon as it ripens!
• Do not leave fallen fruits on the ground!
• Collect crops on time!
     Drive carefully in areas populated by bears! (on DN1 
     Prahova Valley there were accidents caused by bears)



HIKING TIPS - avoid injury

TIPS FOR PREVENTING THE HUMAN BEAR MEETING
● It is best to avoid walking/trekking in the forests where bear presence is signalled.
● Please use only the marked trails and the existing paths and roads with public access.
● Always walk/hike in a group and during the day!
● Avoid walking/trekking early in the morning, late in the evening or at night!
● Make your presence heard in the forest, but do not exaggerate (you can talk, sing or whistle). Bears recognise 
      human voices and they go away.
● While hiking in a forest where bears are likely to be present, look for signs that indicate their presence: tracks, 
      logs or uprooted dead trees (bears leave them behind as they look for ants), signs of berries on the ground, signs 
      of claws on tree bark or even hairs on trees.
● If you bring your pet dog along, keep it on a leash or under control. 



HIKING TIPS - avoid injury

BEHAVIOR TIPS WHEN MEETING A BEAR
It is good to be prepared for such a meeting. In this case: Stop! Evaluate the situation!

•  Don't provoke the bear! Don't face him!
•  Stay calm and leave the area without running.  Talk slowly or move your hands while you withdraw!
•  Respect the bear's space without crowding it, and it will retreat!
•  Watch the bear's reactions, but avoid looking him straight in the eye!

TO REMEMBER:
•  If the bear hears you coming, it usually 
will avoid you.
•  The bear will feel threatened if taken by surprise.
•  The brown bear does not consider human as a 
potential prey.
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Conservation actions carried out in the LIFE FOR BEAR project:

• Revision of the action plan for the conservation of the brown bear population in Romania;
• Development of a database in GIS system that will be the basis for the revision of the bear population 
   management plan in Romania;
• Creation of a functional team of specialists (BEAR CONFLICT) for resolving conflict 
   situations between human and bear;
• Capture, relocation and monitoring of problem bears in the project area;
• Improving the trophic supply favorable to natural bear feeding in the vicinity of 
  conflict areas;
• Development of a set of measures with applicability in forest management that 
  provide for special measures for the management of bear-friendly stands in critical 
  areas;
• Transfer of good practices of demonstration systems 
  for the protection of sheepfolds, orchards, agricultural 
  crops and fruit farms, in order to reduce human-bear 
  conflicts;
• Improving the management of household waste in 
  the areas of human-bear conflict in the area of Brașov - 
  Prahova Valley.
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The bears are:

●  key species, being like farmers in the wild:
 disperses seeds and fertilizes the soil in forests;
●  indicator species: healthy bear populations indicate 
healthy forests and balanced ecosystem;
●  umbrella species for all other living things in its 
habitat: if we protect bears, both the rest of the 
species and the habitat are protected.

GRBAGE DISPOSAL
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GRBAGE DISPOSAL

This material does not necessarily represent the o�cial position of the European Union or the Romanian Government

What bears need, people need too! Our future depends on wild places!

WHAT'S GOOD FOR BEARS IS GOOD FOR HUMANS ... AND FOR THE PLANET!
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